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GINA MAISTO SMITH is a partner with Pepper Hamilton LLP, based in 

Philadelphia. Ms. Smith developed and leads a national practice 

dedicated to the institutional response to all aspects of sexual 

misconduct and child abuse matters. Ms. Smith assists hundreds of colleges, 

universities, K-12 and other educational institutions in developing informed, 

coordinated and integrated responses to sexual and gender-based harassment, 

interpersonal violence and child abuse. 

Ms. Smith is a graduate of Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law and earned her 

BA from Saint Joseph’s University in 1983.

Ms. Smith spent nearly two decades in the Philadelphia District Attorney’s office where she developed 

unmatched experience in the investigation and prosecution of sex crimes, child abuse, domestic violence 

and homicide. Her 30 years of investigative experience provide unparalleled understanding of both the 

regulatory and legal landscape, and the dynamics of sexual and interpersonal violence and its impact on 

individuals and communities. She has led numerous highly complex investigations into allegations of 

sexual misconduct in higher education, K-12 schools, religious institutions, camps and institutions that 

provided services to children.

Ms. Smith is recognized as a thought leader in creating solutions to the complex societal issue of sexual 

and gender based violence and child protection responses. She is an advisor to the ALI Project on sexual 

and gender based misconduct on campus: procedural frameworks and analysis. She also serves on the 

board of directors of the Center for Excellence in Higher Education Law and Policy at Stetson University 

College of Law and The University of Pennsylvania’s Field Center for Children’s Policy, Practice and Research.  

Ms. Smith has taught trial advocacy for more than a decade at both Temple and the University of 

Pennsylvania law schools. In addition to publishing a book chapter and recent articles, Ms. Smith was 

selected to present at The New York Times Higher Education Leaders forum.
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